Donal says: Hi everyone!
I’ve been living in Pinner for four years and whilst I teach
music in a local primary school hadn’t sung for a while
so last September I decided to take the step of joining
a local choir. I did some research on line and decided
on Harrow Choral Society based on reviews I read of
previous performances, and the impressive resume of
their musical director, Simon Williams. From the initial
rehearsal I was immediately made to feel welcome. A few
weeks later, I was asked to complete a short audition which I initially felt a
little apprehensive about, but I need not have worried as I was made to feel
completely at ease. They are not looking for perfect singers, just tuneful
ones so thankfully I passed with flying colours.
My first venture with the choral society was in September when I agreed to
attend a conductor’s workshop, as part of the choir, run by the RCO at the
Barbican. It was useful to see the many different styles of conducting and to
observe what worked and what didn’t work. I gained a useful insight which
I’ve been able to adapt in my own teaching career.
In the weeks leading up to Christmas, we spent much time rehearsing for
the festive season. I particularly enjoyed Sleigh Ride as it took me back to a
time when I was a child and played it in the school orchestra. Somehow
Harrow Choral Society seemed to make it sound even better. My personal
highlight was singing in the front row of the choir stalls in Harrow School
Speech Room and singing directly behind where Winston Churchill had once
stood! The rousing Christmas carols sung with the congregation and
accompanied by Bernard the organist and the brass band really made it
quite magical.
In the spring term, a large part of our rehearsal time was taken up practising
Mozart’s Requiem. I was thrilled to be able to perform this because as a
young boy, I adored the Milos Forman film “Amadeus”. I particularly enjoyed
the scene where Mozart wrote the Requiem on his death bed aided by his
arch rival Salieri, so to be able to perform this with Harrow Choral Society,
especially the resounding first few bars of the Confutatis, sung by the
basses, was really nostalgia-inducing, and a real treat!
I have thoroughly enjoyed my short time with Harrow Choral Society and
look forward to singing on many more occasions in the future.

